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. Grazing and burrowing organisms usually homogenise microalgal mats that form on benthic

: sediments of many aquatic ecosystems. In the absence of this disruption, microalgal mats can accrete

:_laminated deposits (stromatolites). Stromatolites are rare in modern coastal ecosystems, but persist
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» Limited
consumption of
stromatolite microalgae
» Little burrowing
disruption

» Metazoan -control
of macroalgae

»  Salinity-nutrient -retention
conditions

D stromatolite persistence




