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AIMS & OBJECTIVES:

Provide Government management structufé o
sc1ent1f1cally—based information towards the sustalna ble u
and where necessary rehabilitation, of shallow water
ecosystems; .

Enhance the training of postgraduates, in order to secure

- critical and scarce skills avallablhty for the future well -being
of the country




1) Biodiversity, ecologic\a%c\tironing & rehab/ilit&ﬁﬁl of
Lake St Lucia, iSimangaliso Wetland Park (northern KZN)
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2) Biegeochemistry ot living peritidal stro
along the Eastern Cape coastline
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Micrastineture: laiminaiion

Pioneer/radial laminae
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Stromacolite

STROMATOLITE TAXA PER 50 MYR INTERVAL
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RIDING, R (2006) Microbial carbonate abundance
compared with fluctuations in metazoan diversity
over geological time. Sedimentary Geology 185: 229-
238.
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Bolttsia minuta (Amphipoda)
Original description from Lake Sibaya (Griffiths1976)

Sinelobus sp. (Tanaidacea)
Suggested as a cosmopolitan species — very recent New SpPecies | st imuay  Naseenpeer’, Nesona. . Miranda: & acquelne L Raw?

descriptions (Bamber201) — South African examples yet to be
examined

Tuoba cf. T. poseidonis (Geophilomorpha)
First halophilic littoral chilopod (centipede)
recorded in South Africa (Barber2009)

www. nature.com/scientificreports
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OPEN Non-reliance of metazoans on
stromatolite-forming microbial
‘mats as a food resource
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3) Eastern Cape-kEstuaries —
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€ Subject to land use and climate changes (> Temp, >Turb, < pH)

€) Affected by alien and invasive species (molluscs, annelids)

Swartkops Estuary



Response of Rhabdosargus holubi to changes
in salinity, siltation and acidification
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4) Biodiversity and ecology of wetlands in the Karoo region
earmarked for shale gas exploration (baseline study)

* Baseline survey of pristine conditions

* Surface wetlands: ephemeral water bodies
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